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Contents
Core Units:

Grade, Subject: 12, English Strand (Unit):  The Quest for Meaning and the Search for the Sacred

Big Idea: Establishing Identity through Culture and Family

PA Core Standards:
● CC.1.2 Students read, understand and respond to information text.
● CC1.3.11 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences and

conclusions.
● CC1.4.11 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts and information clearly and accurately.
● CC.1.3.11–12.G Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded

novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare)
● CC.1.3.11–12.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade level reading and

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.
● CC.1.3.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing,

speaking, and listening at the college- and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

● CC.1.3.11–12.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.

PA Career Standards

● 13.1.11: A. Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
● 13.2.11: A. Apply effective speaking and listening skills used in a job interview.
● 13.3.11: A. Evaluate personal attitudes and work habits that support career retention and advancement. B. Evaluate team member roles to

describe and illustrate active listening techniques:  Clarifying  Encouraging  Reflecting  Restating  Summarizing C. Evaluate conflict
resolution skills as they relate to the workplace:  Constructive criticism  Group dynamics  Managing/leadership  Mediation  Negotiation
Problem solving E. Evaluate time management strategies and their application to both personal and work situations. F. Evaluate
strategies for career retention and advancement in response to the changing global workplace. G. Evaluate the impact of lifelong
learning on career retention and advancement.

Essential Questions:
● What is the Anglo-Saxon concept of a hero as depicted in

Anglo-Saxon literature?

Concepts/Understandings (SWKT . . . ):
● The Anglo-Saxon heroic concept was derived from battle.  The

Anglo-Saxons revered physical strength, courage and bravery.
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● What literary devices originated in Anglo-Saxon literature?
● How did the Anglo-Saxon language affect the evolution of

modern English?

● Anglo-Saxon literature gave us alliteration, caesura and the
kenning.

● Anglo-Saxon words give modern English its power and
simplicity.

Vocabulary:
● Alliteration
● Caesura
● Kenning
● Alliterative Verse
● Epithet
● Motif
● Archetype
● Oral Epic
● Epic Poem
● Archetypal Hero

Competencies/Skills (SW . . . ):
● Summarize, interpret and analyze elements of fiction
● Identify and use Anglo-Saxon poetic devices
● Identify tone based on explicit and implicit information from

the text
● Write an analysis using inferences and evidence from the text
● Connect historical events and aspects of Anglo-Saxon culture

to the text to understand character motivations and narrator’s
purpose.

Assessments:
● Several formative assessments/reading check quizzes
● Analysis Essay

Resources:

Exemplar Texts:
● Beowulf

Supplemental Texts
● “The Wanderer”
● “The Seafarer”
● “The Wife’s Lament”

Additional
Selected Anglo-Saxon riddles from The Exeter Book
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Grade, Subject: 12, English Strand (Unit): The Canterbury Tales: Motivation and Intent

Big Idea: Analyze motive through plot and characterization

PA Content Standards:
● CC1.3 Students read and respond to works of literature - with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and

between texts with focus on textual evidence
● CC.1.3.11–12.G Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recordedor live production of a play or recorded

novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare)
● CC.1.3.11–12.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade level reading

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.
● CC.1.3.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,

writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
knowledge when  considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

● CC.1.3.11–12.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.

PA Career Standards

● 13.1.11: A. Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
● 13.2.11: A. Apply effective speaking and listening skills used in a job interview.
● 13.3.11: A. Evaluate personal attitudes and work habits that support career retention and advancement. B. Evaluate team member roles to

describe and illustrate active listening techniques:  Clarifying  Encouraging  Reflecting  Restating  Summarizing C. Evaluate conflict
resolution skills as they relate to the workplace:  Constructive criticism  Group dynamics  Managing/leadership  Mediation  Negotiation
Problem solving E. Evaluate time management strategies and their application to both personal and work situations. F. Evaluate
strategies for career retention and advancement in response to the changing global workplace. G. Evaluate the impact of lifelong
learning on career retention and advancement.

Essential Questions:
● How was medieval literature driven by feudalism and the code

of chivalry?
● What is the medieval concept of the hero as depicted in

medieval literature?
● What literary devices originated in the Medieval Era?
● How did the language change in the Medieval Era?

Concepts/Understandings (SWKT . . . ):
● Feudalism was the social hierarchy of this era and chivalry was

a code of ethical behavior for high ranking members of this
society.

● Students will recognize the evolution of the hero as a romantic
figure in the literary works.

● Literary devices, such as frame story, satire archetype and
romantic hero will be explored.
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● Students will investigate how the language evolved from the
Anglo-Saxon Age.

Vocabulary:
● Frame story
● Archetype
● Elements of a romance (medieval)
● Romantic hero
● Satire
● Irony
● Understatement
● Characterization
● Overstatement
● Iambic Pentameter
● Meter
● Mock heroic
● Ballad
● Feudalism

Competencies/Skills (SW . . . ):
● Identify and analyze poet’s purpose
● Comprehension and analysis of medieval text
● Identify character types and characterization methods
● Identify and utilize elements of satire (irony, understatement,

hyperbole, overstatement, mock heroic
● Connect historical events and aspects of Medieval culture to

the text to understand character motivations and narrator’s
purpose.

Assessments:
Analysis of an satirical portrait
Creation of a contemporary pilgrimage

Resources:

Exemplar Texts:
● Le Morte D’Arthur
● The Canterbury Tales

○ “The Pardoner’s Tale”
○ “The Wife of Bath’s Tale”

Supplemental Texts:
● A Modest Proposal
● “Top of the Food Chain”
● Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
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Grade, Subject: 12, English Strand (Unit): Hamlet: Identity and Purpose

Big Idea: Instilling a sense of identity through plot and characterization

PA Core Standards:
● CC.1.3.11–12.G Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or

poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare)
● CC.1.3.11–12.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade level reading

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.
● CC.1.3.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately  general  academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing,

speaking, and listening at the college- and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

● CC.1.3.11–12.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.

PA Career Standards

● 13.1.11: A. Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
● 13.2.11: A. Apply effective speaking and listening skills used in a job interview.
● 13.3.11: A. Evaluate personal attitudes and work habits that support career retention and advancement. B. Evaluate team member roles to

describe and illustrate active listening techniques:  Clarifying  Encouraging  Reflecting  Restating  Summarizing C. Evaluate conflict
resolution skills as they relate to the workplace:  Constructive criticism  Group dynamics  Managing/leadership  Mediation  Negotiation
Problem solving E. Evaluate time management strategies and their application to both personal and work situations. F. Evaluate
strategies for career retention and advancement in response to the changing global workplace. G. Evaluate the impact of lifelong
learning on career retention and advancement.

Essential Questions:
● How did Shakespeare’s life and times affect his writing?
● What is a sonnet?
● What is a tragedy?
● What literary devices does Shakespeare employ in his works?
● How does Hamlet provide a window into and exploration of

the human condition?
● How does the tragedy of Hamlet compare with Aristotle’s

elements of a tragedy?

Concepts/Understandings (SWKT . . . ):
● The Elizabethan Period is marked by an emphasis on, and

appreciation for the humanities.
● Sonnets were the primary form of poetry that Shakespeare

produced.
● The characteristics of a tragedy and the definition of an ideal

tragic hero are integral in comprehending Shakespeare’s tragic
works.

● Figurative language, iambic pentameter, literary allusions, puns,
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● Why is Hamlet considered to be one of the most complex and
insightful works in the western canon?

● What political commentary does Hamlet make and how does
this commentary align with explications on power from
Machiavelli and Nietche?

● How are elements of literature that include, but are not limited
to,  figurative language, literary allusions, dramatic irony, and
ambiguity intertwined within the text to create a rich and
complex text?

connotation, dramatic foil, aside and soliloquy are among the
literary devices Shakespeare uses.

● Shakespeare has, in many instances, shaped his tragedies in
conflict to the classical, Aristolean, elements of tragedy.

● The play is more than a revenge tragedy as it explores the
challenges of expression, the difficulty of action, and the
grappling of the human condition.

● Hamlet is considered one of western literature’s most complex
and insightful works.

● Hamlet explores and makes commentary regarding politics
and power, and parallels arguments made by Nietche and
Machiavelli.

Vocabulary:
● Figurative language
● Iambic pentameter
● Allusion
● Pun
● Connotation
● Dramatic foil
● Aside
● Soliloquy
● Blank verse
● Allusion
● Tragic hero
● Tragedy
● Ambiguity
● Double entendre
● Human Condition

Competencies/Skills (SW . . . ):
● Comprehension and analysis of Shakespearean text
● Analyze and understand Shakespearean Sonnets
● Students will know the definition of tragedy, read and analyze a

Shakespearean tragedy.
● Apply literary elements within drama to convey an

understanding of the central themes in selected plays.

Assessments:
● Comprehension assessment on individual acts
● Performance of monologue soliloquy with follow-up analysis
● “To be or not to be” parody and analysis
● Argumentative essay regarding Hamlet’s sanity

Resources:
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Exemplar Texts:
● Hamlet

Supplemental Texts:
● “Sonnet 18”
● “Sonnet 29”
● “Sonnet 30”
● “Sonnet 130”

Grade, Subject: 12, English Strand (Unit): Lord of the Flies: A Study in Civilization and Savagery

Big Idea: Understanding the competing impulses of civilization and savagery

PA Content Standards:
● CC1.3 Students read and respond to works of literature - with emphasis on comprehension, making connections among ideas and

between texts with focus on textual evidence
● CC 1.3.11-12D - evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text
● CC.1.3.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately  general  academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing,

speaking, and listening at the college- and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

● CC.1.3.11–12.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and proficiently.

PA Career Standards

● 13.1.11: A. Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
● 13.2.11: A. Apply effective speaking and listening skills used in a job interview.
● 13.3.11: A. Evaluate personal attitudes and work habits that support career retention and advancement. B. Evaluate team member roles to

describe and illustrate active listening techniques:  Clarifying  Encouraging  Reflecting  Restating  Summarizing C. Evaluate conflict
resolution skills as they relate to the workplace:  Constructive criticism  Group dynamics  Managing/leadership  Mediation  Negotiation
Problem solving E. Evaluate time management strategies and their application to both personal and work situations. F. Evaluate
strategies for career retention and advancement in response to the changing global workplace. G. Evaluate the impact of lifelong
learning on career retention and advancement.
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Essential Questions:
● What does it mean to be civilized?
● When is restriction of freedom a good thing and how does a

society maintain order?  Are laws necessary?
● What makes an individual powerful?
● How do I create meaningful questions about a novel?
● How do I speak thoughtfully about a novel?

Concepts/Understandings (SWKT . . . ):
● The connotation of “civilized” implies advancement of social

and cultural order.
● Laws protect general safety and protect citizens.
● Coercive power is the ability to punish while personal power is

derived from a particular type of knowledge.
● Not all questions are created equally: questions can be divided

into tiers that invite answers that range from short to long,
concrete to abstract.

Vocabulary:
● Symbolism
● Theme
● Characterization
● Figurative Language
● Anarchy
● Totalitarianism
● Democracy
● Dictatorship
● Allegory

Competencies/Skills (SW . . . ):
● Summarize, interpret and analyze fiction and non-fiction texts.
● Draw conclusions about societies, rules and order by

comparing texts to today’s world.
● Discuss the concept of power in characters and relate their

experiences to today’s society.

Assessments:
● Anticipatory set of questions and discussion
● Three comprehension assessment

Resources:

Exemplar Texts:
● Lord of the Flies

or
● On the Beach

Supplemental Texts
● “What makes good people do bad things?” by Melissa Dittiman
● “Online Identity” by CommonLit Staff
● “Bullying in Adolescence” by Dorothy Espelage
● “The Man in the Well” by Ira Sher



Elizabethtown Area School District Curriculum                                                                                                             Reformatted 2020
English 12

● “The Madness of Humanity: Tribalism: Part III”
● “The Stanford Prison Experiment”

Grade, Subject: 12, English Strand (Unit):  Writing/Research

Big Idea: Implement a variety of skills and tools to produce effective writing and speaking.

PA Content Standards:
● CC 1.3.11-12B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences and

conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs
● CC 1.4 11-12C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions,

concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic
● CC 1.4 11-12D organize complex ideas, concepts and information so that each new element building on that which precedes it to create a

whole

PA Career Standards

● 13.1.11: A. Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.
● 13.2.11: A. Apply effective speaking and listening skills used in a job interview.
● 13.3.11: A. Evaluate personal attitudes and work habits that support career retention and advancement. B. Evaluate team member roles to

describe and illustrate active listening techniques:  Clarifying  Encouraging  Reflecting  Restating  Summarizing C. Evaluate conflict
resolution skills as they relate to the workplace:  Constructive criticism  Group dynamics  Managing/leadership  Mediation  Negotiation
Problem solving E. Evaluate time management strategies and their application to both personal and work situations. F. Evaluate
strategies for career retention and advancement in response to the changing global workplace. G. Evaluate the impact of lifelong
learning on career retention and advancement.

Essential Questions:
● How can a topic of interest be developed into one complete

paper?
● How is a thesis statement developed and executed?
● How is a research paper structured and organized?
● How are quotes/evidence implemented into a formal research

paper?
● What are reliable sources?

Concepts/Understandings (SWKT . . . ):
● A research paper synthesizes ideas from several sources and

includes analysis of the topic.
● A thesis is a definitive stance on a  debatable issue.
● According to one’s thesis statement, a research paper consists

of multiple paragraphs that include topic sentences, evidence,
and commentary with appropriate transitions.

● Reliable sources present information in a way that is objective,
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● What are the essential elements of a graduation speech?
● How is nonverbal communication critical in the presentation

of a speech?

verifiable, and is presented in a non-biased format that
includes appropriate references and/or citations.

● Delivery, structure, and theme are essential elements of the
graduation speech.

● Nonverbal communication such as eye contact, gestures,
movement, facial expressions, and posture influence the
audience’s understanding of a speaker’s message and purpose.

Vocabulary:
● MLA / APA
● Valid sources
● Parenthetical citation
● In-text citation
● References
● Primary source
● Secondary source
● Reference page
● Formatting
● Indenting
● Signal phrases
● Structure
● Thesis
● Evidence
● Informal/Formal
● Tone

Competencies/Skills (SW . . . ):
● Synthesize information and write one cohesive piece
● Craft a definitive statement  on a debatable issue
● Write a five to eight page paper that includes a thesis

statement, multiple paragraphs, topic sentences, supporting
evidence, commentary, a concluding paragraph, and
documentation of sources

● Find and identify reliable sources for development of their
argument and implementation in their work

● Create a graduation speech which commemorates the
occasion, reflects on memories, and includes an inspirational
message.

● Use nonverbal communication skills to present an effective
graduation speech.

Assessments:
● Graduation Speech
● Research Paper

Resources:


